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Florida quarterback Tim Tebow won Sprinter Asafa Powell set a new The Houston Dynamo won its
the Heisman Trophy. 100-meter record of 9.74 seconds. second straight MLS Cup.
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American Joey Chestnut won the World
Hot Dog Eating Contest, as competitive
eating gained popularity.
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16 play organized sports in a community program.

The most played team sports are:
Basketball, 4+ million
Baseball, 2.5+ million

Outdoor soccer, 2+ million
Touch football, 2 million

Court volleyball, almost 2 million

NYU Child Study Center, aboutourkids.org
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Former San Francisco 49ers coach Bill The U.S. women's soccer team struggled at
Walsh, who won three Super Bowls, died at 75. the World Cup, losing 4-0 to Brazil after coach

Greg Ryan benched starting goalie Hope Solo.
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Bobby Knight stepped down at Texas

Tech with 902 wins, the most of any
coach in college basketball history.

Roger Federer and Rafael Nadal continued Nascar driver Jimmie Johnson won
their rivalry as the two best tennis players, his second straight Nextel Cup.
capturing all four majors between them.
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A NATIONAL EVENT

This year’s Super Bowl was the second most viewed
television program ever, behind the MASH finale.
The top five most-viewed Super Bowls are:

New York Giants vs. New England Patriots,
2008 (XLII), 97.5 million viewers

Dallas Cowboys vs. Pittsburgh Steelers,
1996 (XXX), 94.08 million viewers

Indianapolis Colts vs. Chicago Bears,
2007 (XLI) 93.18 million viewers

Chicago Bears vs. New England Patriots,
1986 (XX) 92.57 million viewers

Dallas Cowboys vs. Buffalo Bills,
1993 (XXVII) 90.99 million viewers
sports.espn.go.com
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The Anaheim Ducks won the 2007 Buffalo tight end Kevin Everett fractured his Alex Rodriguez became the youngest player to
Stanley Cup over the Ottawa Senators. spine during an early season game, then reach 500 home runs, doing so by age 32.
miraculously recovered and walked again.
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A. Meet you online

Social networking websites continued to gain popularity and add
millions of subscribers who ventured online to interact. Two of
the largest, MySpace and Facebook, even developed a budding
business rivalry. Facebook gained the backing of Microsoft, who
bought a stake in the website for $240 million.

B. Disappearing bees

Beekeepers and scientists were puzzled by, and continued to
study, the problem of dwindling honeybees. Known as Colony
Collapse Disorder, the phenomenon resulted in worker bees
leaving hives for unknown reasons, causing the hives to die out.

C. An expert hack

Apple released its latest innovation, the iPhone, and New Jersey
teenager George Hotz took full advantage. Hotz hacked the
software on his iPhone, allowing the phone to be used by other
wireless service providers. He then traded the secrets for a new car.

D. The green movement

With more people seeming to adopt the belief that issues
such as global warming were a growing problem for the world,
environmental causes suddenly became part of popular culture.

After several years of efforts, the bald
eagle was officially removed from the
Endangered Species List.

Microsoft’s Xbox 360 was the
best-selling video gaming device.

TV shows, movies and ads were filled with “green” messages,
and practices such as recycling continued to become more
common both at home and work.

E. New dino

Researchers in China unearthed the remains of a giant, bird-like
dinosaur, which they believed to be a new species. Feathered,
but unable to fly, the 26-foot long Gigantoraptor erlianensis
lived some 85 million years ago. The discovery was a surprise,
because previous theories pointed to bird-like dinosaurs typically
being much smaller.

F. The next generation

Digttal Video Recorders, or DVRs, continued to gain popularity and siowly
phase out VCRs as the home entertainment technology of choice. Able
to record video digitally and store it in a computer hard drive, DVRs
revolutionized the way many users watched TV with functions like
pausing live TV, and eliminating the need for numerous video tapes.

G. Stem cell breakthrough?

Teams of scientists in the U.S. and Japan claimed they were able
to reprogram skin cells to act the same as embryonic stem cells, a
possible advance that could revolutionize stem cell research because
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The FDA approved the first human
vaccine against the bird flu.
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- H. One bright star CYBERBULLYING INCREASES

~ Astronomers announced that they were able to observe the largest and
| brightest exploding star, or supernova, ever witnessed. Roughly 100 to
200 times the size of the sun, the star was located 240 million light years Cybertullying s the act of hurting someone
| away and was 100 times more energetic than the typical supernova. using technology.
43% of teens reported they had been victims.

~ Widespread reports of kidney failure and deaths among pets led to a 92% of the victims said they knew or figured out
| massive scare and pet food recall by several companies, after it was who the bully was.
| determined that the food was contaminated by bad vegetable proteins

| imported from China and used as ingredients, More girls than boys were victims.

| J. Race to the moon 71% of teens believe the best prevention is for the victim
‘The X Prize Foundation started another new $20 million private spaceflight to block the bully from communicating with them.

- contest, with the goal of landing a rover on the moon. Within a month of
the contest being announced, five groups had said they would enter the National Crime Prevention Council survey

| contest, which was scheduled to take five years.

The International Space Station A popular new trend saw parents Scientists discovered some 700 new
received its first new room since 2001. purchasing web domain names for species of water creatures in Antarctica.

their small children.
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A. Feel-good tale does well

Juno, an indie comedy about a high school girl and her parents
dealing with her unplanned pregnancy, became one of the
surprise hits of the year. The movie earned raves from critics
for its heartwarming story and sharp dialogue, and even earned
Oscar nominations for Best Picture and Best Actress for lead
character Ellen Page.

B. Hollywood’s main man

Johnny Depp proved he was still one of Hollywood's most bankable
leading men. The final movie in the Pirates of the Caribbean trilogy
starring Depp earned more than $300 million at the box office, and
later in the year Depp won raves for his lead role in Sweeney Todd.

C. Shots never seen

Planet Earth, the award-winning documentary TV series produced
by the Discovery Channel and the BBC, aired in America for the

»

( -H ~ -
._‘ XN NN ' !

| .

Grey's Anatomy was still one of the most
watched shows on TV.

nP

Will Smith won Choice Movie Actor at
the Teen Choice Awards.

first time. The programs, created to show the beauty and diversity
of the planet, took more than five years to make and reportedly
captured natural images on film that had never before been seen.

D. Tough ticket

Miley Cyrus, aka Hannah Montana, was the headline act on one of the
most popular concert tours of the year. Cyrus, whose Hannah Montana
show was one of the highest rated on cable, toured with pop band The
Jonas Brothers and tickets for the shows routinely sold out in minutes in
each city, leading to a feeding frenzy among the pre-teen crowd.

E. TV stalls out

The TV Writers Guild of America went on a three-month strike over a
dispute with the TV studios regarding the sharing of profits from “new
media” revenue sources, including the internet. With no new scripts
coming in, many shows were forced off the air and into reruns, making
viewers realize there were other entertainment options out there.
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According to reviews, Halo 3 was one of the
most popular new video games.




F. On to the big screen

After 19 successful seasons on TV, popular animated sitcom The Simpsons v .

stepped up in the world by making its first movie. Homer, Marge, Bart, Lisa, TOP FIVE MOVIES IN 2007
Maggie and company translated well, with The Simpsons Movie raking in more

than $180 million at the box office to become one of the comedy hits of the year. These movies made the most money in this order:

G. Time to dance Spider-Man 3
Disney continued building on its wildly successful High School Musical

franchise. The sequel to the first movie, High School Musical 2, drew in Shrek the Third
17.2 million viewers on its opening night airing on the Disney Channel, the

most ever for a cable TV program. Transformers

H. A shocking end Pirates of the Caribbean: At World’s End

Fans were stunned when actor Heath Ledger was found dead in his New :

York City apartment. The star of hit movies such as A Knight's Tale and The 003 PRI i it the Miosink
Patriot, and Oscar-nominated for his role in Brokeback Mountain, Ledger

was only 28 years old at the time of his death. An accidental overdose of

prescription medication was found to be the cause.

P L
Jordin Sparks won season six of This year's notable celebrity deaths included Ratings indicated that popular new TV shows
American Idol, becoming the youngest daredevil Evel Knievel, opera singer Luciano included Samantha Who? and Chuck.

winner at age 17. Pavarotti and author Norman Mailer.
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I. A fitting conclusion

The saga of boy wizard Harry Potter came to an end with the final
book in the series, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, being
released by author J.K. Rowling to much fanfare and more than 11
million copies sold in the first 24 hours. As the books wrapped up,
the movies continued. Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix,
the fifth film, became a huge hit at the box office.

J. The end?

Critically acclaimed HBO mobster series The Sopranos aired its
long-awaited final episode. The last scene of the show became
a famous pop-culture moment when things ended abruptly
mid-scene while Tony and the family were out to dinner. Millions of
viewers were left wondering what happened.

K. Funny man of the year
Comedian Seth Rogen probably couldn’t have had a much
better year, scoring two huge hits and becoming a star in the

Carrie Underwood won Female
Vocalist of the Year and Single of
the Year at the CMA Awards.

Will Ferrell continued his string of hit
movies with Blades of Glory and Semi-Pro.
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process. Rogen had starring roles, helped write and helped
produce Superbad and Knocked Up, two of the highest grossing
comedies of the year.

L. Star in the making

Young actor Shia LaBeouf showed he might have a chance to be
one of the next big stars after a year in which he starred in one of
the year's blockbuster action hits, Transformers, and then landed
the starring role in the next long-awaited sequel being made in the
Indiana Jones series of movies.

M. An Emmy surprise

30 Rock was the surprise winner of Outstanding Comedy Series at
the annual Emmy Awards. The critically adored sitcom about a sitcom
was a first-time winner, as opposed to HBO'’s The Sopranos, which
won Outstanding Drama Series in its final season. A new nominating
process for this year's Emmys led to 33 first-time nominees and what
was widely considered to be a fresh perspective on the show.

Computer animation and live action
mixture movie 300 was a sleeper hit.
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N. Rise to fame
British singer Amy Winehouse became a celebrity in America when her
second album, “Back to Black,” was one of the best selling records of the
year and won her five Grammy awards. Unfortunately, her wild personal

life and legal troubles also made her fodder for tabloid headlines. I.ET 'M DO THE TALKING

0. Quite a show : e Nearly half of all teens use instant mq

The 2007 MTV Music Video Awards were held in Las Vegas for the first t 43% Matent n i * l|ll i
time, and turned into a wild night. There were several stages with multiple ?w i Id w:h ﬁﬂ

performances going at once. Justin Timberlake ended up being the night's ’
big winner, taking home four awards, including Male Artist of the Year. 22% Use it to ask o out or accept a date.

P. Rough comeback 13% Use it to break up.
It was a tough year for pop queen Britney Spears. She entered rehab for

substance abuse, and then lost a custody battle for her children with ex- Associated Press/AOL poll
husband Kevin Federline. Her first new album in two years, “Blackout,”

had mixed success. She then ended the year with a listless live performance

at the MTV Awards that was widely panned by fans and critics.
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Daughtry won three times at the American Rihanna set a record for digital Kanye West had more Grammy nominations
Music Awards, including for Favorite Pop/ downloads in one week for her than any other musical artist with eight.
Rock Album. single “Umbrella.”




A. Pants on fire and Trenton, N.J., caught with their pants down. In Delcambre,

While 71% of teens said they are prepared to make ethical decisions  the ordinance banning the exposure of underwear carries a fin

when they enter the work force, 38% of those teens say sometimes  UP to $500 or six months in jail.

it is OK to cheat, lie or act violently to succeed, according to a

Junior Achievement/Deloitte Teen Ethics Survey. Of the teens who  E. Vampires strike

think plagiarism is acceptable on some level, 37% said a desireto  Americans are unknowingly using more electricity. Cell ph

succeed justifies their actions. charging, computers in stand-by mode, electric toothbrus
clocks on microwaves and DVD players, and rechargeable t

B. Lookin’ good all suck up electricity when not actually being used by a pery

Tent dresses appeared on the scene, first as light, summery items,  Estimates show 5% of electricity use in the U.S. is from stan

then long-sleeved for the winter, to be paired with ankle boots and  POWer, or vampire electronics, and that could reach 20% by 20

bright tights. For the guys who liked stylin’ head gear, fedoras and

wool caps were available.

C. Guess who's in the kitchen

Toy kitchens were becoming more prevalent for boys. Television
shows on the Food Network such as lron Chef, Boy Meets Grill with
Bobby Flay and Emeril Live with Emeril Lagasse, have made playtime
in the kitchen - real or toy — more acceptable to American males.

D. Stopping saggy pants
Some cities are trying to stop the men’s fashion of wearing baggy
pants below the hips. Fines were being proposed for those in Atlanta
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California banned teens ages 17 and under ~ More teens are graduating from high school
from using their cell phones while driving. - 88% in 2005, compared with 84% in 1980.
















