
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































P. Weathering the weather 
In DeceMber back-to-back ra1nstorms w1th hurncane-force w•nds 
pounded Oregor and Washirgton, where !Jelicopters rescued people 
stranded 1n floodwaters. An ice storrr hit the Midwest, leav1ng many 
peop1e w thout electnc1ty for days, 1ncluding 600,000 people n Oklahorra. 
In February, more than 50 people were killed �~�~� tornadoes that struck 
Tennessee Arkansas, Alabama and KentucKy. 

Q. Social technology solves crimes 
Oakland, Calif., police used Clues from a MySpace page to charge a man 1n 
t'le shoot1ng deatr of a "igh school student while police 1n Wash1ngton, D.C., 
JSed a Facebook profile, found by the victim, to charge a man 1n a rate-cnme 
attacK near the Georgetow-1 Umvers.ty campus. 

R. Lively and quick 
tiurncane Humberto took soutt>east Texas by sLJrpr se, going from a 
t op1cal depress1on to a hurr·cane 1n 18 rours. A specialist at the National 
Hurr'cane Center sa1d 110 tropical cyclone has ever grown s•ronger at a faster 
rate WI'J1Ie be1ng so close to land. Still, 1t does 'lOt take long for a hurricane to 
cause damage, wh1ch was estimated at less than $500 rrd:1on. 

S. No help needed 
S1x French a1d workers were senterced to e1ght years of hard .abor for 
trying to take more than 1 00 children out of Chad for adoptior. The workers, 
who were with the charity Zoe's Ark, S3ld the children were Darfur orphans IMng 
1n Chad. But of'iclals wth the Red Cross and UNICEF sa1d MOSt of the children 
were f-om Chad and were liv1ng w•tt> the1r fal"'l1.1es w'len they were taken. 
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I. Twice as nice 
Three years after eras1ng the 86-year "Curse of the Bamb1no · 
and end1ng one of the longest t1tle droughts 1n sports h story. the 
Boston Red Sox d1d 1t agam by sweep1ng the Colorado Rock1es to 
w1n its second World Senes 1n four years. Boston rang up the best 
record 1n baseball during the regular season. and then beat the 
Rockies. who had won 21 of 1ts prev1ous 22 games. 

J. Sad admission 
After several years of demals. track star Manon Jones. a five-t1me 
Olympic medalist, admitted to the public that she took steroids 
prior to the 2000 Summer Olymp1cs. Afterwards. the IOC stnpped 
Jones of her medals and she announced her retirement. 

K. A champ again 
Russian tennis sensation Maria Sharapova, only 20 years old, won 
her third Grand Slam t1tle by breez1ng through the Australian Open 
without los1ng a set. Sharapova added the crown to the prev1ous 
U.S. Open and Wimbledon titles she already won. 

L. Record season 
In hts 17th ason, Green Bay quarterback Brett Fam~ et the 
NFL career record for pass1ng yards. pass1ng Dan Marino. The 
38-year old, three t1me MVP also expenenced a reb1rth by lead1ng 
the Packers to a 13-3 season and the NFC Champ1onsh1p Game. 
However, they fell one game short of the Super Bowl. losmg to the 
New York G1ants 1n overt1me. 

M. Dog days 
Atlanta Falcons quarterback Michael Vick was arrested by federal 
investigators for organ1zing a Widespread dog-fighting nng out of 
h1s home. The NFL 1ndef1nitely suspended V1ck. who at one t1me 
was the highest paid player in the league. After he pleaded guilty, 
V1ck was sentenced to 23 months in pnson. 

N. Anewhope 
Young Shawn Johnson, a 15-year old from Des Moines who stands 
only 4-feet, 8-1r-ches tall. became the next face of the U.S. women's 
gymnastiCS team when she became only the fourth American 



woman to win the all-around compet1t1on at the World Champ1onsh1ps. 
n the process, Johnson set the stage for the team s hopes at the 2008 
Summer Olymp1cs. 

0. Impossible to predict 
The college footbal1 season was fi led w1th several tw1sts and turns 
startmg w1th tiny Appalachian States upset of M ch1gan 1n the opemng 

eek Non traditional football schools such as Kansas Kentucky and 
no1s made appearances in the top 1 0 In the end LSU won the nat1onal 

championship by defeating Oh1o State 38-24 1n the BCS title game 

P. Return to glory 
e Boston Celtics set out to recapture their g ory days by trad ng for 

.,, 1101"1\rara KeVIn Garnett and guard Ray AI en and pa1nng them with forward 
P1erce to fonn a new b1g three tno of aJ stars The early returns 

were posit1vo as the team steamrolled to a 304 record equaling the best 
1n franchise h story 



A. Meet you online 
Social networktng websttes continued to gatn popularity and add 
millions of subscnbers who ventured online to tnteract. Two of 
the largest MySpace and Facebook, even developed a buddtng 
bustness nvalry. Facebook gatned the backtng of Mrcrosoft, who 
bought a stake rn the website for $240 million. 

B. Disappearing bees 
Beekeepers and scientists were puzzled by. and continued to 
study, the problem of dwindling honeybees. Known as Colony 
Collapse Dtsorder, the phenomenon resulted in worker bees 
leavtng htves for unknown reasons, causrng the htves to die out. 

C. An expert hack 
Apple released tts latest tnnovation, the tPhone, and New Jersey 
teenager George Hotz took full advantage. Hotz hacked the 
software on his tPhone, allowtng the phone to be used by other 
Wireless seMce provrders. He then traded the secrets for a new car 

D. The green movement 
With more people seemtng to adopt the belief that issues 
such as global warming were a growtng problem for the world, 
environmental causes suddenly became part of popular culture. 

TV shows, movies and ads were filled wtth "green" messages 
and practtces such as recycling conttnued to become more 
common both at home and work. 

E. Newdino 
Researchers rn Chtna unearthed the remains of a giant, btrd-ltke 
dtnosaur. whtch they believed to be a new species. Feathered, 
but unable to fly, the 26-foot long Gigantoraptor erlianensis 
lived some 85 million years ago. The dtscovery was a surprise, 
because prevtous theories potnted to btrd-like dtnosaurs typically 
being much smaller. 

F. The next generation 
Digital VIdeo Recorders, or DVRs, continued to 98JI1 popularity and slowty 
phase out VCRs as the home entertainment technology of choice. Able 
to record video digitally and store rt in a computer hard drive. DVRs 
revolutionized the way many users watched TV With functionS like 
pausing livelY, and elimtnating the need for numerous video tapes. 

G. Stem cell breakthrough? 
Teams of scientists tn the U.S. and Japan clatmed they were able 
to reprogram skin cells to act the same as embryoniC stem cells, a 
possible advance that could revolutionize stem cell research because 



rt would allow the work to move forward w1th no embryos be1r19 created or 
destroyed 1n the process 

H. One bright star 
Astronomers announced that they were able to observe the largest and 
bnghtest exploding star. or supernova. ever Witnessed. Roughly 100 to 
200 t1mes the s1ze of the sun, the star was located 240 m1lhon light years 
away and was 1 00 t1mes more energet1c than the typical supernova. 

I. Pet scare 
Widespread reports of k1dney fa1fure and deaths among pets led to a 
mass1ve scare and pet food recall by several compantes. after 1t was 
determ1ned that the food was contaminated by bad vegetable prote1ns 
1mported from Ch1na and used as 1ngred1ents. 

J. Race to the moon 
The X Pnze Foundat1on started another new $20 m1lilon pnvate spacefl1ght 
contest, w1th the goal of landing a rover on the moon. With1n a month of 
the contest be1ng announced. f1ve groups had sa1d they would enter the 
contest, wh1ch was scheduled to take f1ve years. 



A. Feel-good tale does well 
Juno, an mdie comedy about a high school gir and her parents 
dea'·ng With her u:1plan'1ed pregnancy, became one of t'le 
surprise hits of the year. The movie earned raves from cr;t1cs 
'or its heartwarrT'Ing story and stoarp dialogue, and even earned 
Oscar nominations for Best Picture and Best Actress for lead 
character El en Page. 

B. Hollywood's main man 
Jot>nny Depp proved he was still one of Hollywood's most bankable 
lead1ng men. The f::1al rnov1e in the Pirates of the Canbbean trilogy 
stamng Depp eamed more than $300 million at tile box office, and 
later in the year Depp won raves for his lead role 1:1 Sweeney Todd 

C. Shots never seen 
Planet Earth, the award-winring documentary TV series produced 
by the Discovery Channel and the BBC, a1~ed 1n America for the 

first t1me. The prograrT's, created to show the beauty and diversity 
of the planet took more than f1ve years to make and reportedly 
captured natural images on filM that had never before beer seer 

D. Tough ticket 
Miley Cyrus, aka Hannah Montana, was the headline act on one of the 
'110St popular concert tours of the year. Cyrus, whose Hannah Mootana 
show was one of the highest rated on caole. toured wrt.h pop band 'TllE'> 
Jonas Brothers and tickets for the shows routinely sold out Ill Minutes II' 
each city leading to a feeding frenzy among the pre-teen crowd. 

E. TV stalls out 
The TV Wnters Guild of Amenca wert or a tl'tree-rnor'th strike over a 
dispute With the TV studios mgarding the sharing of profits from 'new 
media" revenue sources. including the internet. With no new scrpts 
com1ng 1n. many shows were 'orced off the air and into ren..ns, maKIIlQ 

viewers realize there were other entertainment options out there. 



F. On to the big screen 
After 19 successful seasons on TV, popular annnated sitcom The Simpsons 
stepped up 1n the world by making rts f1rst mov~e. Homer ~arge, Bart. Lisa, 
~gg1e and company translated well, with The Simpsons Movie raking 1n more 
!han $180 mntion at the box ofice to become one of the comedy hits of the year. 

G. Time to dance 
D1sney continued bu1.ding on 1ts Wildly successful High School Mus1cal 
franchise The sequel to the f1rst mov1e, Htgh School Mustcal 2 drew 1n 
17.2 million v1ewers on 1ts open10g mght awng on the 01sney Channel, the 
rrost ever for a cable lV program. 

H. A shocking end 
Fal"s were stJnned when actor Heatr Ledger was found dead 1n hts New 
York Ctty apartment. The star of htt movies such as A Knight's Tale and The 
Patriot, and Oscar rominated for h1s role 10 Brokeback Mountain, Ledger 
was only 28 years old at the ttme of hts death. An acc1dertal overdose of 
prescnptton med1cat1on was found to be tre cause 
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I. A fitting conclusion 
Tre saga of boy w1zard Harry Potter caMe to an end w1tr the fnc;: 
book 1n the series, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, being 
released by author J.K. Rowling to rruch fanf&~e and more than 11 
Mil::on copies sold il" the f1rst 24 hours. As the books w•apped up, 
the movies cont1nued. Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, 
ti-Je fifth fliT' became a '"luge h1t at the box off'ce 

J. The end? 
Cnt1cally acc!:umed HBO mobster series The Sopranos rured its 
long-awc;,ted f1nal episode. Tre last scene of the show oecame 
a famous pop-culture moment when thirgs ended abruptly 
m1d-scene wh1"e Tony and the fam1.y were ot..1 to dirner Millions of 
v•ewers were ;eft wonden:r~g what happened. 

K. Funny man of the year 
Comea :m Set'1 Rogen probably couldn't have had a rruch 
better year, scoring two '1uge hits and becoming a star in the 

process. Rogen !Jad starnng roles helped wnte and helped 
produce Superbad a~d Knocked Up, two of the h1g~est g~ossmg 
comedies of t"e year 

L. Star in the making 
Young actor Sh1a LaBeouf showed he migrt !>ave a charce to be 
one o1 the next b1g stars after a year in wh1c!l he starrea 1:1 one of 
tre year's blocKbuster action hits, Transformers, al"d tt>en landed 
tt>e starri:1g role 1n the next long· awaited sequel be1ng mad€' n the 
Indiana Jones series of movies. 

M. An Emmy surprise 
30 Rock was the surpr'se Winner of Outstanding Comedy Series at 
t!le annual Emmy Awards. The cnlical:y adored sitcom abot..t a srtcof'l 
was a first-time wmner, as opposed to HBO's The Sopranos, wn1ch 
won Outstardirg Drama Ser·es in 1ts final season. A 'lew rom1nat1ng 
process for this year's EMMys led to 33 first t1me '10m1nees and what 
was widely considered to be a frest> perspective on the show 



N. Rise to fame 
Bnt sh s1nger Arr.y W1rehouse becaMe a celebr ty in AMenca when her 
second albuM, "Back to Biack," was one of ttoe best selhPg records of the 
year and won her five Grammy awards. Un1ortunate y, her w 1:d personal 
life and 1egal troubles also rrade her fodder for tabloid head::nes. 

0. Quite a show 
Tre 2007 MTV Mus1c Video Aw&·ds were toeld 1n las Vegas for the frst 
ti:ne, and turned into a w•ld mght. There were several stages w1th multiple 
performances go1ng at once. Justin limbertake ended up be1ng the n1ght's 
big winner, tak1ng home four awards, including Male Artist of the Year. 

P. Rough comeback 
It was a tougr year for pop queen Bntney Spears. Sne entered rehab for 
substaPce abuse and then lost a c:..~stody battle for her ch1.dren w:th ex­
ilusband Kev1n F-edertine. Her first new album 1n two years, "81ackout ' 
'lad rrixed success. Stoe tt.en ended the year w,,., a listless live performance 
at the MTV Awards that was widely panPed by fans and crtics. 
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A. Pants on fire 
While 7•% of tee~s said they are prepared to make ethtcal dectstons 
when tl'ey enter the work force, 38% of those tee11s say somet'mes 
1 IS OK to cheat, lie or act vtotently to succeed, according to a 
Jwuor AchtevemenVDeloitte Teer !;thtcs Survey Of the teers who 
tht"k plagtansm •s acceptable on some revet 37% said a destre to 
succeed just lies their actions. 

B. Lookin' good 
Tent dresses appeared on the scel"e, ftrst as : ght, swn!T'ery 1tems 
then long-sleeved for the w1nter, to be patred wtth ankle boots and 
bright t ghts. For the guys who liked stylin h€'ad gear, fedoras and 
wool caps were avat.3ble. 

C. Guess who's in the kitchen 
Toy kitchens were becomtng mo;e prevalent for boys. Televtston 
shows on the Food N€'twork such as Iron Chef, Boy Meets Grill with 
Bobby Flay and Emeril Uve wtth Emeril Lagasse, have Made playttme 
tn the kitchen - real or toy - more acceptable to Amencan males. 

D. Stopping saggy pants 
Some cittes are trying to stop the men's !ashton of weanng baggy 
pants below the hips. Fines were bemg proposed for those 1n Atlanta 

and Trenton, N.J., caught wtth thetr pants down. In Delcambre, 
the ordtnance banl"tng the exposure of underwear cames a fir 
up to $500 or stx months 1 Jatl. 

E. Vampires strike 
Amencans are u:lkrowtngly using More electncity Cel. p~ 

charging, corrputers tn stand-by mode electric toothbrus 
clocks on microwaves <:PO DVD players, and rechargeable t 
all S.Jck up electrictty when not actually betng used by a per 
Estinates show 5% of electncity use in the U S ts from star 
power, or vampire electronics, and that could reach 20% by 2C 
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