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Introduction

Dreams Under Construction

ell here it goes, the third and final time that I will be writing this page for the Yearbook. Who

knew when I came into the high school as a freshman, my sophomore year I would become
Head Editor of the Yearbook. It was definitely a challenge for me, since I did not have the back-
ground to prepare me for what was to come. I have gone through some rough times, especially when
it was time for the Yearbook to go to press. I would like to thank all of my friends for putting up
with me during these rough times. I would especially like to thank Dave Curtiss, Chris Mohr, Andrew
Johnston, Carolyn Swart, and Greg Dailey for all the extra hours they spent after school with Matt and
I. This year I was glad to be joined by Matt Dailey and share with him the title of Co-Head Editor.
This partnership made things run twice as smooth and it took a huge load off me. The last three years
have been fun, exciting, and the perfect example of why we chose “Dreams Under Construction” as
our theme.

Everyone has dreams about where they want to be and what they want to do; high school helps you
explore those dreams for free. “Dreams Under Construction” was chosen to show the constant changes
of those dreams. When you were young and asked, “What do you want to be when you grow up?”, you
might have said a doctor or a fireman. Over the years those dreams changed because you have had
different experiences that have now changed your mind. Every day your eyes are opened to new
things and new experiences that reshape your life, so every day you are constructing new dreams
for yourself.

This year's big dream was the new school. Next year the new THS will be open and this year's Junior
class will be the first graduating class. A new high school may not have been a dream for the entire
community in the past, but it has been for those teachers and students who attend this school every
day. Only this past year has it become a dream for the entire city. As the first walls were con-
structed, those dreams finally became a reality, and as every workday passed we came closer to our
dream. This dream truly was under construction, and even before school ended signs of moving were
already apparent. Banners were taken down, books were being packed, and all that was left in the
classrooms were the bare necessities. One dream was finally coming true and we were all able to be
a part of it.

My only question is, were some people too busy looking toward the future and forgot that some of
us would not be around next year to be part of what everyone is preparing for? Are you taking too
much time preparing for next week or what you are going to be doing next year? The point I am
trying to make is, never spend so much time preparing for the future that you forget to live for
today. There are some great things you could be missing. Remember also to prepare enough for the
future, or else you will have no future in front of you.

I wish everyone the best of luck next year! I also wish you lots of luck when you are walking that
thin line between preparing for the future and living your life to the fullest.

Sincerely,
Kevin Radant
Co-Head Editor

Keyin Radant -l




or the past 49 years, THS students, staff, administrators, and

Fwelcomed visitors have walked through the brown front doors
and taken in the familiar sight of students standing off to the sides, the
principal’s open office door, and the sunny courtyard out the big lobby
windows at Tecumseh High. The buzzing of students packed in small
hallways trying to make it to class on time is a comforting sound to all
the people who attend THS. The crowded and hot Jungle that has evolved
and taken over the small THS gym on many of the long, winter's Tuesday
and Friday night games is a characteristic of high school that will not
soon be forgotten. All these familiarities and comforts are the heart
of THS.

After the first few days as a freshman, most discover that school is
their home away from home. When you really think about it, students
spend at least 35 hours a week (if they are not here after or before
hours for sports or other projects) in THS. It has become home to the
cherished memories of everyone who has ever entered this building.
Many different championships have been won, records broken and set,

goals accomplished, and dreams constructed throughout the life of e
this building. It is now up to the middle school to create their own & : - D. Curtiss
memories and traditions next year. A part of everyone involved with Although empty now, these halls o
THS will be left to guide them through their transition to high school.  UsSuallyfilledwith students ‘\"”"/“”f
Tecumseh High was originally constructed in 1951, and attended in  ™iss these hallways while others will
1952, with later construction of a gym and classrooms in 1953, and ¢ Nappy to move on to something
additional classrooms in 1976. Many proposals were made to con- "%
struct a new school, because of the growing population of students,
and lack of room in our current school. A bond issue was finally passed . ]
on September 19, 1998. S Var
As great as it is to have a new high school, leaving our home, 307 N. 8\, ,.’7,‘@..;:;;\\\' ,’?,;
Maumee, will be difficult. As the saying goes, “Life goes on, and we move g~ W s . i
on to bigger and better things..." o '
. 195T ECHO
A sketch of the THS you all know so well,
taken from the 1950 Tecumseh Yearbook,

Echoes

307 North Maumee

Good-Bye Tecumseh High

Walking in the front lobby doors, how

many of you noticed the proud THS
Indian?

-‘ Meqan Webb




Whether these be the ‘l

doors to education, or the
doors that lead to a world
oI opportunities. Once
inside both can be at

tained

lecumseh High, as first constructed, in 1951. Classes

were attended in the fall

_ ‘ D. Curtiss
A drinking fountain stands lonely in the darkness. Whe
r | | won filled } nv talented neon irtists 1 4 1
Our school has been filled with many talented people, artists, musi knows what future this drinking fountain might have
tance athletee and mon it maked coaealiene Lo M Al by - ‘ ‘
cians, athletes, and more. This painted mural was in the hallway th the renovations for the new middle school

the caieteria

“T will miss the famil-
iar surroundings where I
have spent every school
day for the past 30 plus
years: the broken piece of
tile, the graffiti scratched
on the desk, the special way I need to
wiggle the key to open the door, the
squeaky desk chair, the dark dusty shelves
in my very large closet, the comfortable
‘feel’ of my room. And, of course, the spe-
cial moments I have shared with so many
students in these halls.”

- Dinah Wakeford

From swimmers to basketbal I“'Q"' rs. the concession stand mural has managed

How many of you are going to miss our crowded to depict all of the sports figures at Tecumseh High School. It was designed by

ocker rooms?? We won't have to worry about that Hector VaZquez in 1994

inymore in the new school

Ma,

Megan Webb
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Camo Night: Seniors Lindsay

Blumhardt, Tara Hamilton, Leslie

Feight, Natalie Beil and Lacie
Swartz display their school spirit
Camo night is usually the most
popular spirit night

he final true year of The Jungle came
Tand went with a stellar season of sup-
port for the Indians. The season opened at home
in a game against Milan, dubbed Toga Night. The
spirit came mostly from a handful of Upper-
classmen. The following Friday, Saline came into
the Jungle for a Beach Night battle. Everything
from shorts to leis and even funnoodles were
seen during a night that was 16 degrees out-
side. Nobody could feel the cold after the game
due to Kyle Hunt's game winning basket.
After a series of away games, The Jungle
opened for business in 2001 after Christmas
break with a pair of losses. Bedford escaped

At TICWSS, the energy and volume of the crowd was unbelievable. Seen the Tecumseh Blackout, which had a large turn-
here during one of those moments, Pete Cunningham helps to rally the out of people in dark clothing. The next game
crowd while yelling to cause confusion in the minds of the Chelsea was pure SEC warfare when Lincoln came to town
Bulldogs. This helped Tecumseh to win the last TICWSS game at The for Camo Night. TICWSS week started against
Jungle Hillsdale. An attempt at a new spirit night was

THE tried with Cowboy Indian Night. The night did

not take as well as expected, but the night still
resulted in a blowout win.

TICWSS night was easily the most thrilling
game of the year. A tidal wave of orange and
black could be seen in the Southwest corner of

' $q 0 the gym. In a game filled with excitement from
DOH T HGTQ The Tr‘GdITIOn every player to the voices coming from every
Indian fan, the win over archrival Chelsea was a
game that would be remembered forever by ev-
eryone in attendance. A three week road trip
took place before Tecumseh finally returned
home to go against the Maples of Adrian. More
than 100 students displaying the 2001 Jungle
T-Shirts showed up to support them. Newspa-
pers made a one night return to the ambiance
3 of the student section. Despite all the stops
being pulled out, Tecumseh could not triumph.

The final game at The Jungle was beach night
against the Dexter Dreadnaughts. The game went
to overtime, but Dexter would prevail and The
Jungle dynasty would close its doors on a sad
note.

The last game in The Jungle
came with Beach Night spirit
Seniors Adam LaBeau, Trevor
Balyeat, Matt Kerns, Corey
Steele, and Tan Ferow showed B

they were pumped up

- lan Ferow




When the players have all

been announced., 4 Congre
gation ol senior guys meets
the players in front of I'he
MT‘LL!‘ [‘!i\ noise echoes

in the other teams’ head
t

when they realize they have

entered OUR HOUSE!

DE-FENSE...DE-FENSE rumbles through The Jungl

1S 1S tradition when the away team attemplts to gain

: ~" R, +3 . - St
The Port-a-Jungle, as it's dubbed for the nights when just enough
fans make the trip to an away game, made its first statement at
Ann Arbor Pioneer. Pioneer saw the Tecumseh fans actually show-
ing up the fans from Ann Arbor, by being louder than the larger

class A school. When it came time to play at Blissfield, a large
number of the Tecumseh faithfuls turned out to support Tecumseh

and actually managed to overtake the Royal's gym in numbers as Some of the more spirited juniors turned out ready
well as spirit and cheered the Indians on to victory. The rivalry ¢ the first ever Cowbov Indian Jungle Night
game at Adrian brought a fired-up group of Indians. The fan Supporting the night was Nikki Rebottaro, Jenny
base stayed to the very end when Tecumseh came from behind as Brown. Heather Moore. Laura Furgason. Beck
Adrian fans could only watch with envy as The Port-A-Jungle Church. Melanie Beil. and Brad Cannor

spelled out T-H-S on the Maple's home floor. For the 2™ round of
Tecumseh vs. Chelsea, a large amount of Tecumseh fans made the
trek north. Many Chelsea fans thought the game was over until
Kyle Hunt staged the comeback leading the orange and black
fans to chant “Go Orange, Go Black, Go Indians,” as the Bulldogs
were left in shock. Tecumseh students turned out for one last
great victory as they turned a district game against Milan into a
home game on supposedly a neutral location. The Milan game,
and the district finals, marked the last time Tecumseh brought
its intensity to opposing teams and towns. The impression left
on them was one that would last forever.

velled from one In

dian or another to re At one of the Port-a-Jungle games in ( helsea, a
ind everyone that very large turnout of Indians showed up for the

lecumseh is at the ast game of the regular season. More than 80

foul line. silence is students filled the stands behind the backboard

neard for seconds ur in Chelsea as Tecumseh came back to beat the

ul the ball is put up Bulldogs in their own kennel

Whoosh!

lan Ferow m




interest in the other

In the first year of The Iw gle, costume night
brought a large turnout to the games. In the back
ground was the original paper Jungle banner.

hrough many last second wins and big victories in Tecumseh, The

Jungle stormed the court as the game clock hit 00.0. Most big wins
against Adrian were celebrated this way, as well as last second victories
against Pinckney, Chelsea, and Dexter

History of The Jungle

The Famous Force of
Indian Power

Before it was “The Jungle
w Jeff's Nest was the craziest stu

dent section in Lenawee. One
-

of the early gimmicks used
was, ‘We Beg to Differ” signs
} that were brought by many
Even from the beginning,

loga night was around

-J lan Ferow

One of the more unique tradi
tions of The Jungle was the
newspapers. Taken in 1998,
when visiting teams were an
nounced, everyone held up §

newspapers to show their dis- £

leam

he storied past of The Jungle is one of

immense importance and tradition.
Never a month goes by without someone ask-
ing their friends or teachers, “How did it
start?”

Long before we were dreaming of high school,
in 1988, an uprising of students made their
voices heard at basketball games. They were a
faction known as Jeff's Nest. The name was cre-
ated to put all the spirit behind an underdog
on the team at the time and chosen to play the
part was bench warming Junior, Jeff Walters.

The first year of the Jungle began the tradi-
tions of spirit nights: Hawaiian, Pajama, Black
Out, Toga Night as well as the mainstay, Camou-
flage Night. Lesser known nights throughout
the years include: Horror, Occupation, Opposite
Sex, and Gang Night.

In 1989 the concept had to be changed be-
cause Walters was no longer an underdog but a
starter, so Jeff's Nest hatched into The Jungle.
Dylan Bladecki and Nate Nolan pioneered the
change to the new organization. Even from the
beginning, schools have tried to copy The
Jungle but, as Nolan said, “You just can't imi-
tate the original." From there, the tradition
and reputation was built.

Initially, a simple paper banner went up. In
1990, the mural was created as it stands today.
Known as the hardest place to play in South
East Michigan, The Jungle has won the Ann Ar-
bor News award for “Best Student Section” half
as many times as it's been eligible. Early
chants ranged from “Taste's Great, Less Fill-
ing,” to the newly adapted “D-D-D-Defense."

The Jungle has survived 12 years through good
years and bad. Whether the name will stay is
unclear, but the The Jungle spirit will never
fade.




'. “The greatest Powder Puff.moment this
year was Scoring the most points against
the freshmen!”

- Melanie Beil and Becky Church

4

y xS G Daile
s were crucial to the girls. Scoring

[he last final second
a touchdown in the last seconds of the game the Se

niors assembled to celebrate their victory

“This year's Powder Puff games
were great. Thank you to all the
‘ players and coaches who made
this a successful and fun event.”

- Carl Novak

® The Girls Turn: A Year of &

Sportsmanship

hat would homecoming be like without Powder

Puff? Unlike the usual Wednesday night games
under the lights, this year's games were played on a sunny
Sunday afternoon.

Many changes were made in the Powder Puff game for
this year. For example, there were posted rules, assigned
teacher coaches, and mandatory permission slips to be
signed by parents. The girl's teams still worked extremely
hard and were all dedicated to one common goal: win-
ning. All of the teams impressed the crowd with their
knowledge and ability to execute Varsity Football plays.

In the Junior-Freshman game the Juniors quickly racked
up an overwhelming number of points. Although only
half the size of the Juniors, the Freshman girls still put
forth a good fight. With great defensive skills, the Jun-
iors held the Freshmen to a shutout, 30 to 0.

Putting up a great fight were the Sophomores against
the Seniors. Having a year of experience under their
belt, the Sophomores showed a great deal of skill and
running ability. Executing key plays against the Sopho-
mores, the Seniors held them pointless. Though they
played great, the Sophomores lost to the Seniors 22 to
0.

The final championship game was the Juniors against
the Seniors. The Seniors were the first and last to draw
blood in the last minute of the game winning 6 to 0. It
was another year of the Seniors defeating the under-
classmen.

Through all their practice, hard work, and determina-
tion these girls made it great for the Seniors of 2001.
The excellent sportsmanship shown has ensured Powder
Puff for next year.

Breaking to the o
Church for the Junior girls. The Junior team put up a fight down to

Megan \wl)hm

the very last minute of the tournament




omecoming was a week filled with spirit and honor for all
classes. Beginning with the laziest day of the week, Monday,
was the all time favorite, Pajama Day. We warmed up the week on
Tuesday with the bright and exciting colors of Beach Day. Wednesday
put each class members’ spirit to the test with Abnormal Clothes Day.
Homecoming week was entertaining for all, even if you were unable
to muster up enough courage to participate. When Thursday rolled
around, creativity was abundant with Movie Character Day. People
dressed in costumes ranging from Scuba Steve and Neo from “The Ma-
trix" to the characters of “The Wizard of 0z" and the “Coyote Ugly"
girls. To round out the week, on Friday, the traditional Class Colors
Day took place. The standout shirts were the Seniors tie-dye orange
and black, and the Juniors red and white camouflage. s S
After the band marched through the hall, the rest of THS joined  “Chugging it” at the afternoon pep rally, for
them in the stands for the Homecoming pep rally. The Seniors went the Junior class is Tony Pieh with his ac
into the rally in first place because of their high tallies for dressing  complice Justin Bigelow. Despite their great
up. The ensuing celebration/class battle brought class rivalries to €fforts they were defeated by the seniors
the main event as the Seniors fought the Juniors in the Tug of War
final with the Juniors taking first. After all was said and done the \ /
final Homecoming total at this building finished with the Seniors
coming in first.

“Spirit week is a great time.
ALl the SPIRITED PEOPLE
dressed up for the specific
days and looked good. It's
really fun.”

- Natalie Beil

“Homefry” Trevor Balyeat
shuffled as fast as he could,
equipped with his spuds,
to help the Seniors battle
the Freshman. Embar-
rassing enough for the Se
niors, the Freshman snuck
in their lone victory, win

Very spirited and excited for the events to come on Homecoming week,
the MUSINC class could not stay on task! The freshman and sopho-
mores that make up this class were all eager participants in the week's
activities

-‘ lan Ferow

ning that game

D. Curtiss
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































